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Note: 
1. You should download this file and hand it to me in printed format. I will keep the progress reports (PR1 & PR2) as a part of your term paper.  

2. Read carefully the “Important Points for Preparing the Term Paper Progress Report” and “What is a Scholarly Source?”.

Important Points for Preparing the Term Paper Progress Report 

· Before drafting the topic and the content of the paper, you should collect information about the area so that you have some ideas of what the current issues in your area are and what to be put into the content.

· The topic of the paper should be clear and specific. 

· The first section is “Introduction”. There are about 3-4 sections in the body of your paper. You can also divide each section into several subsections. The final section is “Conclusion”.
· Regarding the “References”, since you need to write the paper in English, you should try to search for resources in English (I want to remind you that it is difficult to translate Chinese articles into English correctly, especially the banking and financial terms). 

· Avoid using newspaper articles as your references. Try to search for resources which belong to “Scholarly Source” (click here for the definition of “Scholarly Source” http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~janzb/courses/scholarly1.htm ). Is “Wikipedia” a “Scholarly Source”? Check it.
· The “Online Databases” provided by our library is a good source for scholarly articles. http://www.hksyu.edu.hk/lib/index.php (e.g. ProQuest, Econlit with Full Text,…)
· You can also search for articles from magazines, reports, journals and others in our library.

· You are encouraged to go to our library or other libraries and bring at least two books with you when discussing with me about the progress report 1.

· You can use google or yahoo to search for references. You are suggested to add “pdf” or “doc” after the key words you want to search. (e.g. If you want to write something about the area of “banking crisis in Iceland”, you may google “banking crisis in Iceland pdf”. Then you can also try different similar key words to search for other articles.)
· Regarding the “References”, you should learn to write the style of referencing. You are suggested to refer to the section of “Reading list” in the “Course Outline” and study carefully. http://fs3.hksyu.edu/~joewong/. Use the style in my course outline as a sample. Of course, you can use some of the articles provided in the course outline to prepare your references. For more detail of the style of referencing, refer to the Harvard Style of Referencing or APA Style.
· When we discuss the PR1, please bring along with you all the references including books or articles from journals, magazines, newspapers, reports, statistical data and others. Hopefully, there will be about 15 items of them. You are required to print out and submit only the first page of the article.

· You are encouraged to use recycle paper for the submission of the progress report 1 and 2 in order to protect the environment.

What is a Scholarly Source?
When I use the term "scholarly source", I mean a source that is peer reviewed or published in a recognized scholarly source, like a journal or a university publisher. How do you tell the difference between a scholarly source and other sources? Well, the library has a chart that might help, at least in telling the difference between scholarly journals and popular magazines. Here are a few other tips:

1. Is the journal published by a scholarly association or society, or a university, or a recognized scholarly publisher? If it is not one of these, then it may not be a scholarly journal. Now, you might not know all of the scholarly associations or publishers, so you might have to apply some other criteria...

2. Are the articles reviewed in some way? You may well find a statement in the masthead about reviewing policy. If the articles are sent out to "peers", or other members in a field, for anonymous review, that's a good indication that the journal is scholarly.

3. What are the articles like? Are they written for an academic audience, or for a popular audience? How do they use evidence or support? Are the citations clear and abundant (in general - not every article will necessarily be like this).

4. What if it is a book you are looking at? Well, same thing about the publishers - there are some recognized academic publishers that regularly send work to peer reviewers before it is published. Some of these are university presses, others (e.g., Routledge, Blackwell, Peter Lang, etc.) are not associated with universities, but are still excellent academic publishers.

5. Is a course text a scholarly source? If it is a textbook written for classroom use, probably not. It is intended as a teaching tool. It should not be used in a paper, although you can use the references in the textbook to look in more scholarly sources. However, sometimes professors assign classic works as classroom reading. These are works not originally written for classroom use, and can be used in a paper. When in doubt, ask the professor. 


The key in looking for a scholarly source is to identify the mechanisms used to ensure that the article is of a high standard. Sometimes we just trust the reputation of a journal or publisher, and sometimes we actually look for a statement about the review process. Magazines, in general, do not have a review process, and their material is meant for a wider audience. It may be valuable, but it is not scholarly.

Are internet sources scholarly?

Now, what about sources from the internet? These can be harder to deal with. First, the easy ones. There are some scholarly journals that publish a web version, and in some cases they only publish a web version. The fact that the journal is on the web should not necessarily detract from using it. The real issue is still the scholarly process it has gone through. This certainly applies to articles you may find using one of the article databases in the library. Most journals now provide on-line versions, and these are as reliable and acceptable as their hard-copy equivalents.


Sometimes you will find papers on the web that are not published. See, for example, the papers I have listed here. Some of these are papers in various stages of completion. Others are papers that have been published. If a paper is published, then (usually) it has gone through a review process, and it is fine to use. But other papers I have up are just drafts, and have yet to go through that process. They are what we sometimes call "pre-prints", that is, a release of a paper before publication, meant for discussion. These should not be used as scholarly sources, although in some cases you may find that the writer has actually published the paper. Then it's ok. Drafts, though, are works in progress, almost guaranteed to change, and should not be trusted.


Now, how about articles in zines? They are likely not scholarly - again, the review process is the key. Anyone can put anything up on the internet, and so the review process is all the more important.


How about reference works like Wikipedia or Encyclopedia Britannica? Let's take Wikipedia first. A wiki is a community-edited document, one which anyone can add to or change. That's not exactly peer review, because the reviewers aren't necessarily people who have studied an area. Wikipedia might, though, give you ideas to follow up elsewhere, and that's fine. But I wouldn't use it as a scholarly source. Encyclopedia Britannica: It has a real editorial staff, and high quality articles. It is, however, a general encyclopedia, and so its purpose is to meet the needs of a general audience, not a specialist audience. For philosophy, for instance, it is a better idea to use either the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, or one of the two major on-line encyclopedias of philosophy (which are, by the way, reviewed), the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy.


You should be quite suspicious of other works on the web. Just typing something into Google will not give you reliable results. You might, though, look for portal pages for particular topics or issues. Sometimes academics will make pages of the best resources on the web. These can be useful, but even many of these resources are not likely peer reviewed, and so would probably not be up to the level required for your papers.


Many students are tempted to do all their work with web-based sources. This is a mistake. Even with a lot of work being put on the web, there is no substitute for the library. Make sure to use it.



Here are some other resources on scholarly sources:

· Distinguishing Scholarly Journals from Other Sources
Source: http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~janzb/courses/scholarly1.htm 
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