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ABSTRACT 
Sex Revolution and Sex Rights Movement in Taiwan1 
 
Asia’s new democracies may be gradually liberalizing their political arena, yet with regard 
to other realms of social space, there has been an intensifying degree of surveillance and 
regulation, especially in regard to sexual matters. Increasingly, sex rights movements are 
emerging in many locations as a radical response and resistance to this tendency. This 
paper traces the development of sex rights movements in Taiwan in an effort to 
demonstrate the ramifications of this developing phenomenon. It will be shown that the 
historical convergence of mainstream feminism and the conservative right has resulted in 
an infantilization of social space, mobilized through an imaginary motherly protectionism, 
which is creating serious infringements on civic freedom and human rights. Against such 
stringent measures exerted by developing exclusive societies, sex rights movements 
remain the staunchest force of resistance. 
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1 This paper was originally published as "Sex Revolution and Sex Rights Movement in Taiwan," in Jens 
Damm and Gunter Schubert (eds.), Taiwanese Identity from Domestic, Regional and Global Perspectives 
(Chinese History and Society/Berliner China-Hefte 32/2007), LIT: Münster, 2007, pp. 123-139.  I would like 
to thank Jens Demm for his encouragement in writing this paper and for his meticulous help in editing it for 
publication. 

 


